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DEATH OF --MEAGHER OF THE SWORD';
k A MYSTERY OF FIFTY YEARS

r

DVtgMMIBg MgggR3EfjH

Battlcflatj of the Irish Brigade

General Thnmu FrmneJt Meaher."'bj Michsel
Cavsimch.

From "Memoir! ol

Br .iovrpii i. e. cunuK,
Vri'lilMit nt Ihe . merlonn lrlh III- -

Inrlcnl Society.
YSTKUY lias hung over the

Mr death of Gen. Thomas Fran-
cis Meagher for nearly hnlf
n century. Secretary and

Governor of the Infant Territory
' .Montana, gallant soldier who had led

' Irish Hrlgnde through the Moodiest
itties of the civil war with commanding
".every nt Antletnm., Fredericksburg
nd C'hancellnrsvllleistiperh orator of the
ie old ornate kind, standing well up

!do the lest of them: Irish patriot of
Young Ireland militant type of 1 S4S

nhi did not shrink from prison or tlie
ca'lnws when he fell under the ban of

ndl'h law, talcing his place on the
tnriMcl ship (In his case n brig of war)
n cheerfully ns lie woulil at a yachting
i n suffering fo three years the mts-f'.t-

i.f a ticket "f leave man In the
r I'lf i ni.'"! of Tasmania, escaping dra- -

a ,, ,kll ms did John Itnyle ii'Kellly a

.a- rr of a century later and landing
n New VnrU to I'O hailed as a leader

!d acclaim by his delighted fel- -

i itrviiU'ii bote was on engaging He wuj, m,t a man to repine, but he
mi. e figure, gifted, brilliant, fitted I

wnH disup pointed to find the rifles he was
t'. iuir ci lllzatlon, energetically seeing were at a fort 120 miles fur--- i

ng the government of perhaps the I thf.r down the river. He went to the
' pn ( e of territory in the vvotlil trading post to re-it- . So far all the ac-- 't

population of rough and i counts agree. Meagher's habits wero at
u ld seekers, cattlemen, horse j tln(, convivial after the manner of

- . gamblers, traders and fighting i the army and tho frontier, but on that

lb iva In h:s lolly-fourt- h .vear, with
'iv piomiso In life hefoie him, when

' "u ' hi' disappeared from human
i1 fi .'ii an old river sleanilt tied

1'it Henton on the upper reaches
' u. Msniiri I'.lver on the night of

, lv.j; From such report
" I '.n., i r.es n were made at the

t rn. seemed s, tuple enough. Ho bad
' imi. i.'d win.,! alone off the iippwr deck

wh re 1' wa unprotected by guards and
lad drowned with n long piercing cry

from the darkness In the river
' at whs sweeping by with a flow of
r ne rr ten miles an hour. He was
re it ei n again. Many constructions
" pi' iipnn that stumble and fall,
me uncharitable but happily false. In

'h general acceptance It was labelled
'e,f. n'. misadventure, fatality, but un- -'

' a couple of weeks ago no one hinted
if i fine In connection with the dire

'n Die rough, primitive community of
M 'D' ina probably not one white In-- t

ibl'rint for every seven square miles
r' le US nti. -- many discordant it

rxMid. The floating population,
tro.t!y miners and cattlemen, wero
fr.inVj'y lawless. Opposing them wero
' traders and mine and cattle owners,

who had formed an organization of
c'hn'e-- beforn the Territory was ere-''"- i

In ltit. Kvery man carried a re-,- r

r many two, Set against theso
nr.ri a" i ,' l!iz,iton were the Indian hos.

m n us nearlv' as tho whites
nm. rc Hum ti e gieat Sioux tribes

" i foiicln ('innk to a standstill and
r,rr , tfl ,0imn n 1S71 In

fie of Hie I.lttle Hlg Horn,
T the doso of tho civil war
p o'lii an aftermath of bitter politics
H i'i i orn i e y It was not at

mo polities that kept Montana
i moil during tin long, deadly

of iho "sfis between Marcus
i't and William A. Clark, but was a
iei thing of faith only In those who

i with the North or tho South
' rn .gh the war. Meagher, appointed

n.1tew Johnson In Octolier, lSCa,
' " ' tii nn acknowledged war Demo
' 'ii' to Montana, Tho fires of "re

blazed angrily even thore
'n ng the sequestered mountains
Oil ht, it was sourly noted, did not

! it to make frlemls with South
'is. He did not plenso tho Vlgl

' 'i's a gentry without particular
K ' i.i 111 m . nctlnir in tho dark, whose

i"i is of iniigli homicidal Justice were
'"'i.v luterspers'iL with political ven- -'

iinin and thci darker murders of per-- "

' ill liate, They bad the habit of
"riling grim, threatening letters of the
loud thiit siirvivo In tho lllack Hand

! to. day among tho Italians.
Meagher mot all tho opposition that

developed cheerfully or coolly. He was
tm Underfoot, with his years of

In Virginia behind him. lie
Wfis h soldier, but no assassin, and

nrned all tho luiho wajH of UlllhiK.
'( evldenic develops now that he was

aro of his enemlcii and Ihclr
ttiii iilence, as will lie seen later.

U any nt,c he wus most concerned

In the early Rummer of 1 t7 with the
Indian difficulty, the growing audacity
of the Plegan lnofirslons on white set-

tlements, the Insnloncp of the Sioux
along the Missouri Hlver and widely
separated Indian ambushes, and night
attacks all over the territory. The
roads were unsafe. He started to raise
n regiment of miBtia and did not find it
difficult to enlist enough men. Hel;nn.
the capital, near the Great Falls of the
Missouri, was his official residence, and
there he lived with his young wife, who
had been a Miss Torwnsend of New
York and who was a handsome, culti-
vated lady. He had arranged for u
supply of anus uml munitions for his
regiment and expected they would bp
sent up the rlvor to Fort Henton, the
head of navigation.

Accordingly he started from Helen
to examine the military stores and

their forwarding a matteir of
great importance. On his way to Kort
Henton he was halted nt Sun River hy
an attack of entailing a delay
of six dr.j.'s. The weather was extremely
hot, and he. suffered a good deal from
want of medical care. When he im-

proved he puhed forward on horseback
for the last thirty miles of the Journey
ind arrived at the miserable settlement
fatigued, weak and in pain.

!

afternoon no one has raised the ques
tion of his having exceeded, and the
evidence is direct as to his abstinence,
Ho left his escort and companions and
entered the store. There lie sat somo
time. That r.lght ho died.

Here we must mrte the new murder
stories. About ten days ago a man re-

joicing in the lino frontier names of I'at
Millar, alias Frank Diamond, "allowing"
that ho was about to die "confessed"
that Gen, Meagher did not die by acci-
dent, but that he, at the Instigation of
tho VlKllnnts, had stolen at night on
lKinrd the old stoajnlMiat, had murdered
Gen. Meagher and thrown his body Into
the river, then plunged In himself and
swam ashore, for all of which ho had
received IS.000 from Alexander l'otter",
whoever he may have been. Rut I'at
Millar, alias Frank Diamond, did not
die; and now he recants and says It was
nil a dream. Was It?

No sooner, however, does Pat, atlas
Frank, recover, than David M, Hillings- -

lev of Ilutte, formerly a lgllant. who Is

also known ns Davo Mack doubtless a
pleasing contraction of the first two of
his formidable names avers mac
Meagher was kidnapped from the river
boat and hanged by members of that
organization, tho body secretly burled
and tho secret kept in Its grave up to
the time of his telling. Certainly tne
story is untrue In Its details, old fron-

tiersmen vary their narratives of things
forty-si- x years back. They mix one
murder with another, and otherwise,
iienart from truth: what residuum or
crime, foul and dastardly, may be In
his story may yet bo unravelled.

Now. while the commonly accepted
story has been told In outline above,

lt us get at what authentic detail we
may. in 18T0 Capt. William F. Lyons,
who also had served bravely In the
Irish brigade with Meagher and then
was a member of the editorial staff
of tho Now York Jci riM, a gentle, lov --

able man, published his "Klfe of
Meagher," telling

Hketohlly the story of his soldier
friend, and filling It out with many
of his salient speeches. In the
body of tho book the accepted
story is told of Meagher's death, but In

tho appendix appears a letter from tlie
pilot of the river boat which varies the
narratlvo importantly. He had heard
that Capt. Lyons was seeking ma
terial for tho "life, and iso ho put pen

to paper, Incidentally KlvInK an uncon
scious picture or nimseu, which en-

ables us to see him as a brawny, genial,
good hearted man of the grave exterior
of river pilots In generul. He was John
T. Doran of 404 North Fourth street, 8t.
Louis, Mo., and he writes under date
of December 16, 1869 two and a half
years only afler the event which must
have seared Itself Into his mind.

"I will endeavor," he says, "In lo

without elaloratlnn tho cir-
cumstances or Gen, Meagher's death,
believing that I am conversant with
all tho facts, as I was with him con-
stantly on the duy of the sad occur- -

rence, ad was the last raaa that

Known Facts About the Disappearance
of the Irish Patriot and Civil War
General at Fort Benton in' 1867 That
He Was" Murdered a Possibility,
Though the Recent Account of His
Lynching by Vigilantes Is Contra-
dicted by the Evidence Available

spoke to him on earth."
Ho telates how In tin- - spring of 18 01

he. was pilot on the steamer nntnrlo,
bound for Fort Henton, and had the
opportunity of showing smile com b sy
to Mrs. Meagher, who was "on her nay
to Join her husband In the mountain
country," The General li.nl show n his
appreciation of this In many ways He
continues:

"The fnlleinliic ver t became tillnt I

of the steamer G. A Thompson which!
left St. I.ouis in the early part of April
and armed at Foi t Henton June li'i,
1SH7, On our arrival in port we found!
there the steamers Guidon and Amelia
I'oe. about a hundred yards apart from j

each other, and we anchored between
the two, about an equal distance from
each. Shortly after landing 1 went up.
to the upper boat (Amelia Poo) and
while Ashing from her lower deck 1

saw a troop of about twelve hor-om- '

riding Into town. I afterward discov- -

ered that they were Gen. Meagher and
his staff. Wearying soon of the. plsra- -

berth,
clothes him,

door of stateroom and went
lower lock
leading Into cabin was

very defect mind
Intended return

had been
time henrd

torlal went to the provision the lost prolonged and of the most
store of J. G. linker, and the back heartrending description. We rushed
room of the establishment discovered Info the wheel of steamer and low-Ge-

Meagher reading Look-- 1 ered ourselves hip deep In the water,
lug up and Immediately rcognlzlng me. clinging with our hands the wheel,
he greeted mo most warmly, and both' while others threw out ropes and
seating ouiselves we engaged In long board", but all of no avail. The next
conversation. day cannons were tired, thp

"Ho informed me tint his road dragged and the shores and Islands
Into Uenton ho was very s,eu for six searched, but all to purpose.
days--th- object of hW was "The river below Is dotted with In-

to nniH and equipments for n' numerable Islands of different and
regiment he had already raised to tight various areas, the activity of hostile
against Indians, and learning that preventing us from exploring

required articles were not there the ones furthest down: and no doubt
but at Camp Conk, tin below, he' the Itody of tho gallant but unfortunate
expressed his dot, rmlnatlon to proceed General was washed ashore on one of
to aforesaid place the net diy. them, though descriptive
He also spoke In most tender and to all forts below never
affectionate terms of his residing heard any tidings of It."
at Helena, saying that In moun- - From another and life of Gen- -
tain home they were ns happy as two
thrushes In a bush. Finally dinner
time coming on, and learning that he
was stopping at no particular place, I
Invited him down the boat dine,
an Invitation which he accepted.

"After dinner we walked through the
town, and meeting numerous friend"
we wto Invited on several occasions to
partake of the hospitalities always
urgently extended to strangeis in tills
section of the country, and In each In-

stance the G'neral politely but firmly
refused to accede to their request sav-
ing that his experience at Sun I'.lver
had given him a dtstate for such
amusement. Thus, in walking and talk
ing, we spent the afternoon, and toward
evening wended our way to the boat

Thompson to take tea.
"Tlie sun had Just begun to go down

as we took our chairs out on the guards
of the boat, and as tile weather was
very pleasant wo lit our cigars and
commenced reading. lent the General

the his

half his
and

'Johnny,
life and

some
him that nightfall

In
"Memoirs

his wero
Indeed were, for was not
one man In Territory did not
love Ho asked me was

and on assuring him
was he desired to my
Immediately produced two
revolvers (every ono armed that
country), and he, seeing wero

and
to Perceiving that he was
and him
to his Hy this was pitch
dark, the being about half :i,

Ho bogged me not but
assuring him that

for few moments, and would

ht with (he
IihiI heen frequentl)' thrcat'net,

note.

and occupy the upper he retired.
"I the about locked

the the
down on the deck. Now the

the door tho
he, but 1 did not It

much, as I to without
delay. 1 on tho "lower
but a when I a

sportt I
'

In
1 the

a paper.
j to

a
river

on
no

the
small

the Indians
the

miles

the but I wrote
the letters the I

wife,
their i later

to to

l i

I

tho

a

in the dark waters below, tmmedlatelv
followed bv the crv of overboard!

rushed toward the water, and the'
engineer me with 'Johnny. it's
.voiir friend.'

"To have Jumped In would not
hae licrn useless but almost certain
death, as the river there was about
twelve feet deep and with a currpnt
rushing at the rate of miles an '

hour, and, furthermore It was dark j

that no object could discerned.
"Accompanied by others I ran

down on the shore toward the
which lay yards below, in tne
meantime Hearing two axomainH tun.
from the man. the first one very short, t

oral Meagher, by Cavanagh of
Washington. C. (a former
jf Fenian times in pub-
lished at Worcester, Mass., In 1M2.

comes another circumstantial story
of note. It is in the of a

paper by Capt. Patrick W. of
Fenian nnd recites an experience
.. tftrt Tnn ithitr'a Henfh In thp I

fall of ltfiS Capt Condon went to take
charge of the stonework construction
for tlie bridge over the Missouri at
Omaha There ho made the acquaint-
ance the soldier who had been a

aboard the old steamboat
winch Gen. Meagher went to his death.
Fnfnrtunsteiy tho name Is not
given. The account

plain nre these: Gen.
had beim for some three

with a attack of summer
complaint., He struggled to the log-hou-

where he was ac-

commodated a seat In a room
bv the proprietor. He remained here

a book I had from States; for several hours resting on
It was 'The Collegians,' by Gerald Griffin. his hands placed on a small In
He to peruse It with great niton- - front of him Tho proprietor, learn-tln- n

for an hour, when suddenly ' Ing distress, urged him to take the
closing It ho turned to me, said only remedy In his power to offer, a
very excitedly, threaten glass of blackberry wine. This was re-m- y

in that town' A I passed I peatcd three times during his long
heard men ..y 'There he goes.' weakening agony the trading post.

'I endeavored to persuade which toward he was

Ijfr J1L. Hk r"liBHi I

From

fears utterly grbiindlers. as
they there

who
him. then If I

armed, my that 1

see pistols. I

my navy
Is In

that they
capped loaded, handed them hack

me, wearied
nervous, I peisiinded to retire

berth. time It
hour past

to leave him; on
my It would only b"

I return

Uurlnir ronfllit pnlirln
Meagher
Capt. I.yonn'H

fixed

on

deck
short splash

procure

'Man
I

saluted

only

nine
so

be
several

Guidon.
fifty

Michael
D. official

New York),

worthy form
Condon

fame,

of
from

soldier's
says;

"The facts
Meagher ailing
day., severe

trading post,
with back

brought head
table

seemed

they

nt
after

Quarters Chancellorsville

conducted to tho boat and retired to
his stateroom, or rather tho pilot's
ntiitcronm, which was kindly up
to him.

"Tlie sentry's account (sworn
was substantially as follows: 'While
on duly during the night pacing tho
deck I a noise sternwnrd. On
looking In that direction I saw some-
body moving In white clothing (under
clothes) toward the left rear of the
stern, when I knew the temporary
accommodation place the vessel was.
of course I about-face- d and
the other way anil repricing my

about midway I heard a shout,
flicn a nplash that was all, I shouted
"Man overboard!" In a moment the
dock was nllvr: floating life buoys
were (lung outboats and lights on

if.' vj?

t

the water. The recent Indian depte-datio-

had caused us to be fully on
tho alert and prepared for anything
sudden: hut all to no purpose."'

Iiv collecting these accounts one item
should be added from Capt. l.yons's
book.

"Tired as he was, n undertook to
writo to some friends before retiring,
one of whom at least, Klchard O'Gor-ma- n,

received the epistle addressed to
him."

Here then have In three accounts
from different (sources tho storv of that
last day of Meagher's on earth, lllot
Doran's Is tho best in Its continuity.
and he scouts the Idea of enemies of
Uen

sentences let- -

mldsuni-sentr- y

of until

I

tne alarm, tne pilots
the of "man oveiboard, the vain

rush to help all as tho
story of Dave Mack with Its kidnapping
and hut was impossible that
Diamond or some other secreted
himself actually seized the Gen-
eral unawares an ho camo from tho

and hurled him overboard? I.lttle
need for murdering In advance a
who could be In the blackness of

Into as It races past
Kort Henton. If murder was It
waa done and the In
the confusion that Immediately fol-
lowed might well have with the

and walked ashore. . It in most
that he followed his victim

into the river and lived swim nut.
Yet Tllrtt Dnrnn's of

Meagher's In his danger h
certain element of corroboration qf thr--

Close at
of (tenors! Mcajlier," by CTiiUfh.

given

to)

heard

of
marched

round

we

Gen. Thomas Francis Mcashcr

story of murder, and those who seek thai ''the freedom of Ireland was not
truth, and those who honor the mem-- j the shrddhig of one drop of
ory of of the Sword" should blood." And it was upon theme that
follow up the clues given by these con- - Meagher on July 2S. 1846, arose in Con-

fessors of murder, w done in per- - filiation Hull und delivered the speeili
son or fcy deputy. he never surpassed in defence of

In reviewing tills pitiful story of striking with force and weapons for
Meagher's end let us look nt this man liberty. Hearken to a few periods from
a little closely. He wus born In the this mnn of 23

city of Waterford, Ireland, on August "Abhor the nwnrd stigmatize
3, 1S'.'3, of to do parents. Ills sword? No; for In the of the
father's family had been noted In Mun- - Tyrol, It cut to pieces the of the
stor for hundreds of years, the parent Havarian. and through those cragged
stem existing in Tlppernry. His mother struck n ath to fame for tha

Meagher, but note the significance i,n. ,vns ;,rm tll .iu josults' cele-o- f
the Italicized In the i'ncl academy at Clangovves Wood

tor. The presence of the soldier on n Klldare, save for the
duty, tho clear narrative hs , ,m,r holidays ho remained In was

giving Hearing
cry

htainp untrue

hanging, It
had

and

cabin
man

cast
night tho Missouri

done,
suddenly, murderer

mingled
crowd
unlikely

to
statement

belief has

Thomaii Frnneii Michael

worth
"Meagher this

bother
that

more years:
the

well passe.i
banner

passes,

where

I died In his childhood, but her unmiir - i

f,.d sister cured for tho boy and began
his education. At 10 the motherless

, Kven then bo was the orator In em- -
bryn. Next ho was sent to the Jesuits'
College, Stoneyhurst, In lincaslilre,

l 1.upland, where he remained four ears, I

till his graduation, distinguishing him- - ,

self in the classics nnd composition and
taking prizes In rhetoric.

I He was no "grind.'' was up to nil
the fun of flu college and acquired j

unconsciously the Kngllsh accent and
formal mode of speech' which ever after
characterized bis utterance, and which

iso often astounded his heareis when
I'giving voice to the nost

sentiments. The humor of It was that
I

young Meagher all his life afterward
believed that he spoke with a pronounced
Minister brogue. In 1S43 he returned
to Waterford to find his father Mavor
of the city, (lie first Catholic to hold
sucn oiuce in ireianii.

It was a question what business or
profession be. would follow, but he does
not seem to have been hurried to make
a selection. Ho travelled through
Ireland and on tho Continent, Daniel
O'ConneH's monster meetings calling
for tho repeal of tho act of union with
Kiiglaud and eiamorlng for the

of the Irish Parliament in
Dublin were taking place, and young
Meagher was soon mllstcd for the
cause. It was at one of theso repeal
meetings that he made his flrsl public
speech, and at its close It was tho
"Liberator" himself, the "uncrowned
King" of Ireland, who patted him on the
shoulder, and said: "Well done. Young
Ireland." Bitterly years after was
O'Connell to hear that phrase among
those who at last rejected his con-

stitutional methods and preached open
rebellion to tho power that hearkened
to nothing else,

Tho leaders of Young Ireland wore a
brilliant group. Thoinus Duvis, their
statesman, seer, prophet and poet, was
head nnd shoulders uhove his contempo-
raries. Charles Gnvan Duffy and Will-la- m

Smith O'Hrlen, the former editor
of tho .YijMoii, n really powerful paper,
tho latter a solid gentleman nnd member

I of the Knglish Parliament, were tho
next In order of genius. To this party
young Meagher attached himself pas-
sionately, Davis died untimely, und
Meagher's eulogy was remarkable for
Its force, grace and feeling.

Then came O'Connell's dark days. His
meetings were forbidden. He was even
arrested nnd put on trial, hut though
the populace still cheered his valiant
fight In tho courts, the young men of
Ireland were deserting him. His heart
was broken. The enthusiasm of the
Young lrelnndera gTevv apace, It hod
been O'Connell's latest utterance
strange food (or Irish rqneuoipUqn ,

V

peasant Insurrectionist of lunspruck'.
"Abhor tlie sword--stigmatiz- e the

swoid? No: for at Its blow a. giant
nation started from the waters of the
Atlantle- - and by Its redeeming magic
nnd In the quivering of Its crimson
light the crippled colony sprang Into
tlie attitude of a proud republic pros-porou- s,

limitless, Invincible!
"Abhor the sword stigmatize the

sword? No. for It swept the Dutch
marauders out of the fine old towns of
Helglum si'ourited them back to their
own phlegmatic swamps and knocked
their flag and sceptre, their laws and
bayonets Into tho sluggish waters of the
Scheldt.

"I leurned that It was the right of a
nation to govern herself- not 1n this
hall, but upon the rampans of Antwerp.
This, the first article of a nation's creed,

learned upon those rampart, where
freedom was Justly estimated and the
possession of the precious gift WM pur-
chased by the effusion of generous
blood,"

Ireland drifted to a futile rrtwlllon,
The lenders were nrrcsted and con-
demned, some to the gallows, gome to
penal servitude, but none, wero exe-
cuted. John Mltchel's arrest rreedd
the others. Meagher, as has been told
above, was sent to Tasmania In 1815,
.whence he escaped in 1852, and tha mis-
eries of Ireland from fever and famthft
und eviction went on as before, until of
her 8,000,000 population In 1M scarcely
more than 1,000,000 remained in a few
years.

Meagher received a tremendema wel-

come when he arrived In New Tork and
his oratory fairly glowed with pralsa of
America and love of her liberty and
Inws. He. le'clured, he wrote for the
Irish pupers; he went to Coat Hlca on
a mission from Unrpcr'n; he was ad-

mitted to the Hnr; he started a paper of
his own, but nlthough it proved profit-
able he gave it up for further lecturing
and roving commissions as a corre-
spondent. In 1866 he married K'.sa
TownBend.

The war for the Union was approach-
ing, Meagher had acted with the De-
mocracy from his first coming, but
when Sumter was fired on and Abra-
ham Lincoln called for 75,000 men,
"Meagher of the Sword" declared for the
Fnlon. At u meeting held at that
heated lime he, said:

"Tho republic that gave us an asylum
und an honorable career, which is the
mainstay of human freedom the world
over, Is threatened with disruption. It
Is Oie duty of every liberty loving citi-
zen to prevent such a calamity at all
hazards. Above all It Is the duty of us
Irish citizens who aspire to establish a
simitar form of government In our na-
tive land."

Meagher Immediately raised a com-
pany of Zouaves which Joined the
Sixty-nint- h Regiment, choosing him for
captain. He went in the ffwhl Wlta

t'onMmirt on tfccaat fagt.


